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Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  to  your  Council  my  report  on  the  Stanley  and  Tanfield  Sections  of  the 
Stanley  Urban  District  for  the  year  1939 

I  shall  first  give  the  figures  for  the  whole  of  your  area,  and  later  deal  separately 
with  the  two  sections  with  which  I  am  directly  concerned. 


WHOLE  DISTRICT. 

Area  (acres) 

STATISTICS. 

» • .  •••  •••  ••• 

12,658 

Population  (Estimated  mid- 1939) 

. . .  •••  •••  ••• 

50,020 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

•••  •••  * • • 

13,200 

Rateable  Value 

... 

...  £187,219 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 

... 

£693 

LIVE  BIRTHS— 

Males. 

Females.  Total 

Legitimate 

.  360 

327 

687 

Illegitimate  . 

.  17 

14 

31 

377 

341 

718 

Birth  Rate  :  14.35. 

— 

— 

— 

STILL-BIRTHS— 

Legitimate 

.  21 

15 

36 

Illegitimate 

.  1 

1 

22 

15 

37 

Rate  (per  1000  total  births)  49.01. 

— 

— 

— 

DEATHS  . 

.  323 

271 

594 

Crude  Death-Rate:  11.94 

Comparable  Death-Rate  :  14.21. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

Puerperal  Sepsis  .... 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 


Deaths. 

Rate  per  1000  Total  Births 

2 

2.  65 

1 

1.32 

3 

3.97 

Death-rate  of  Infants  under  1  Year  of  Age. 

All  infants  (per  1000  live  births)...  ... 

Legitimate  infants  (per  1000  legitimate  live  births) 
Illegitimate  „  (  „  illegitimate  „  „  ) 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  .... 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

„  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ... 


88 

Nil. 

Nil. 

1 
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The  following  Table  compares  the  Various  Kates  for  the  Stanley  Urban  District 
with  those  for  the  County  of  Durham,  per  1000  population  : — 


Birth-rate 

County. 

16.44 

Stanley. 

14.35 

Death-rate 

11.29 

11.94 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

0.24 

0.14 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.01 

Nil. 

Diphtheria 

0.12 

0.12 

Enteric  Fever 

0.00 

Nil. 

Measles  ... 

0.02 

Nil. 

Whooping  Cough 

0.04 

Nil. 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

0.06 

0.02 

,,  (over  2  years) 

0.03 

0.02 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

0.56 

0.32 

Non-Pulmonary  ,, 

0.13 

0.18 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and  Pleurisy  ... 

0.73 

1.12 

Influenza 

0.16 

0.14 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (per  1000  live  births)... 

62 

74 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  (  ,,  total  births) 

4.95 

3.97 

Birth-rate,  Death-rates  and  Analysis  of  Mortality 

during  the 

year  1939 

England  and  Wales,  and  the  Stanley  District. 

Englan 

d  &  Wales. 

Stanley. 

BIRTH-RATE . 

15.0 

14.35 

DEATH-RATES 

All  Causes  ... 

12  1 

11.94 

Enteric  Fever 

0.0 

Nil. 

Smallpox 

0.0 

Nil. 

Measles 

0.01 

Nil. 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.01 

Nil 

ii 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

0.03 

Nil. 

Diphtheria  ... 

0.05 

0.12 

Influenza 

0.21 

0  14 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

4.6 

0.02 

Under  1  year  (per  1000  live  Births) 

50 

74 

Maternal  Mortality  (per  1000  Total  Births)  .... 

2.82 

3.97 
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The  next  Table  gives  the  Causes  of  Death  of  Male  and  Female  Residents 

for  the  year  1939. 


Diphtheria  . 

Influenza 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 
Non-Pulmonary  ,, 

Cancer 

Diabetes 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 
Heart  Disease 
Other  Circulatory  Diseases 
Bronchitis  ... 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Peptic  Ulcer 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years).... 

,,  (over  2  years)  . 

Appendicitis 
Cirrhosis  of  Liver  .... 

Other  Liver  Diseases 
Other  Digestive  Diseases.... 
Nephritis 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

Other  Puerperal  Diseases 

Congenital  Debility  etc . 

Senility  . 

Suicide  . 

Other  Violence  . 

Other  defined  Diseases 
Causes  Ill-defined  .... 


Males. 

1 

3 
6 

4 
44 

2 

30 

70 

25 

11 

13 

3 

4 
1 


5 

14 


21 

13 

2 

20 

22 

7 


Females. 

5 

4 
10 

5 
44 

4 

18 

67 

23 

9 

17 

3 


1 

1 

1 

5 
1 

6 
2 
1 

15 

7 

7 

14 

1 


323 


271 
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IMMUNISATION. 

Your  Council,  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  adopted  a  scheme  for  the  immunising 
of  children  against  Diphtheria,  and  this  was  carried  out  in  the  months  of  April  and  May. 

In  the  Stanley  and  Tanfleld  sections  of  the  district  2080  children  were  immunised— 
258  under  5  years,  and  1822  between  5  and  10  years. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  this  work  has  already  shown  its  value  in  that  the  total 

cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  in  1939  was  the  smallest  number  for  the  past  7  years.  The 

combined  totals  were  as  follows  : 

1939  1938  1937  1936  1935  1934  1933 

138  248  185  198  234  261  202 

The  reduction  was  not  in  the  first  half  of  the  year,  but  in  the  second  (after  the  scheme 

had  been  in  operation),  and  this  latter  period  accounted  for  only  30%  of  the  total  notifications 

— 96  up  to  the  end  of  June,  and  42  between  July  and  December. 

At  the  end  of  the  period  included  in  this  report  it  is  too  soon  to  comment  fully  on  the 

benefits  which  will  accrue  from  the  scheme,  but  by'  the  next  Annual  Report  I  may  be  m 
a  better  position  to  judge. 

I  would  like  the  public  to  realize  that  this  scheme  is  still  in  operation,  and  that 

ohildren  under  10  years  can  still  be  immunised  by  arrangement. 


WATER. 


The  water  supply  in  1939  was  adequate  and  satisfactory. 


SEWERAGE 

New  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

The  proposal  for  New  Sewage  Disposal  Works  to  deal  with  sewage  from  North  Stanley, 
South  Tanfield  and  Annfield  Plain  areas,  was  approved  by  the  Commissioner  for  Special 
Areas  and  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  arrangements  were  made  by  the  Engineers  to 
advertise  for  tenders  for  their  construction.  This  work  is  held  up  by  the  War. 


Craghead. 

Approval  was  also  received  for  a  new  Sewage  Scheme  at  Craghead,  and  tenders  were 
received  for  the  work.  This  is  also  held  up. 

Owing  to  the  delay  in  the  two  above  schemes,  temporary  improvements  are  to  be 
carried  out  to  existing  works,  to  enable  them  to  function  more  efficiently  until  the  new  works 
can  take  over. 

Burnopfield. 

The  sewage  from  the  North  Ward  of  the  old  Tanfield  District  has  all  been  connected 
up  with  the  new  works  at  Rowlands  Gill  in  the  Blaydon  Area. 

Hustledown  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

These  works  continue  to  give  satisfactory  service. 

Schools. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  close  any  of  the  schools  during  the  year  on  account  of  infectious 
disease. 
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STANLEY  SECTION. 

During  1939,  Coal  mining* — the  main  industry  of  the  district-— was  in  a  more  prosperous 
state,  and  this  is  reflected  in  the  payments  made  for  able-bodied  relief  by  the  Public 
Assistance  Committee,  which  were  £2,429  in  1937,  £728  in  1938,  and  £648  in  1939. 


Last  year  the  full  pa\  meats  were 

.  Ordinary  Relief,  £43,312  ;  Able-bodied  Relief,  £648 — 

a  total  of  £43,960. 

• 

As  a  basis  for  comparison  I  give 

the  figures  for  the  past  10  years: — 

1939  . 

£43,960  (increased  population.) 

1938  . 

£42,922  (  „ 

1937  . 

£41,781  (  „  ,,  for  |  of  the  year.) 

1936  . 

£41,131 

1935  . 

£38,460 

1934  . 

£36,508 

1933  . 

£35,746 

1932  . 

£34,658 

1931  . 

£29  312 

1930  . 

£26,735 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  good  work  done  by  the  Stanley  and  District  Nursing 
Association  during  the  past  year  :  - 


Midwifery 

. 

Cases  attended. 
173 

Visits  paid 

2915 

Maternity 

... 

68 

745 

Medical 

.  .  . 

76 

2961 

Surgical 

149 

3741 

466 

10,362 

Nurses  employed  :  1  General,  4  Nurse  Midwives. 


Hospitals. 

During  the  past  year  there  has  been  no  change  in  the  accommodation  provided  at 
the  various  Hospitals. 

Ambulance  Facilities 

There  was  no  change  in  1939,  and  the  number  of  Ambulances  available  appeared  to  be 
adequate  for  the  requirements  of  the  district. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

The  County  Council  provides  a  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  at  Stanley.  It  is 
open  on  the  following  days,  a  member  of  the  County  Medical  Staff  being  present  on  each 
occasion  : — 

Monday.  All  day  with  Ultra  Violet  Ray  Clinic  in  the  afternoon. 

Thursday,  All  day,  with  Ante-Natal  Clinic  in  the  morning  and  Ultra  Violet  Ray 
Clinic  in  the  afternoon. 

A  Dental  Clmic  is  held  on  Thursday  mornings  every  fourth  week. 
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In  1939  the  work  done  at  the  Stanley  Centre  was 


Expectant 

Mothers. 

Children 
under  1  year. 

Children 

1  to  5  years. 

Total. 

Number  on  books 

126 

98 

225 

449 

Attendances 

470 

876 

645 

1991 

Consultations  .... 

456 

866 

634 

1956 

The  South  Moor  Centre  is  open  all  day  on  alternate  Wednesdays  :  Ante-Natal  Clinic 
in  the  afternoon. 

The  figures  for  1939  are  : 


Expectant 

Mothers 

Children 
under  1  year. 

Children 

1  to  5  years. 

Total. 

Number  on  books  ... 

53 

53 

148 

254 

Attendances 

191 

482 

429 

1102 

Consultations 

189 

461 

427 

1077 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  following  Table  gives  a  Slimsnary  of  Cases  notified,  and  compares  1939  with  the 

9  Preceding  Years. 


Disease. 

1939 

| 

1938 

1937 

1936 

1935 

1934 

1 933 

1932 

1931 

1 

1930 

Diphtheria 

108 

138 

117 

;  147 

131 

178 

155 

60 

63 

130 

Erysipelas 

16 

22 

16 

14 

17 

24 

16 

19 

26 

19 

Scarlet  Fever 

41 

94 

43 

47 

62 

225 

372 

114 

52 

98 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

3 

3 

7 

7 

- 

3 

5 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

3 

1  ' 

5 

3 

6 

5 

8 

8 

10 

11 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

1 

2 

— 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

4 

5 

1 

7 

1 

2 

7 

4 

3 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

23 

20 

25 

13 

15 

U 

19 

15 

16 

16 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

25 

26 

17 

13 

9 

14 

19 

17 

17 

28 

Pneumonia 

24 

29 

32 

27 

17 

18 

37  | 

17 

20  1 

13 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

' — 

- 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

‘ — 

2 

3 

1 

1 

3 

— 

Dysentery 

2 

— 

' — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

5 

“ 

Totals 

j 

251 

335 

263 

268 

274 

489 

629 

263 

216 

1 

320 

(Note — The  figures  for  the  last  3  years  are  those  for  an  increased  population.) 


The  next  Table  gives  the  Age  Period,  etc.,  of  cases  notified  in  1939. 


Disease. 

Under 

1 

Y  ear. 

CD 

Ji 

CO 

1 

CD 

i 

CO 

»o 

1 

•’■+1 

o 

7 

‘O 

iO 

r— < 

7 

o 

15—20 

20—35 

, 

i 

>C 

CO 

1 

‘O 

65  and 
Over 

Total 

Hospital 

Scarlet  Fever.. 

4 

2 

5 

16 

5 

2 

5 

2 

41 

33 

Diphtheria 

— 

1 

3 

6 

4 

35 

25 

1 1 

17 

3 

3 

— 

108 

107 

Enteric  Fever... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

3 

2 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

2 

7 

4 

24 

2 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

3 

4 

5 

16 

2 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum 

3 

3 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Measles 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

Totals 

203 

149 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Male. 

Female 

Male. 

Female 

Male. 

Female 

Male. 

Female 

Under  1  Year 

_ _ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 — 5  Years 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

— 

5—15  „ 

— 

1 

7 

2 

— 

— 

— 

15—25  „ 

4 

4 

4 

3 

1 

1 

2 

3 

25—35  ,, 

1 

1 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

35—45  „ 

— 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45 — 55  ,, 

2 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55—65  „ 

3 

1 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

65  and  over 

— 

1 

- - 

1 

Totals 

10 

13 

18 

7 

4 

7 

3 

4 
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OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM, 


Notified 

Cases 

Treated 

At  home  In  Hospital 

Vision 

Unimpaired 

Vision 

Impaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Deaths 

1 

30/8/39 

Yes  — 

Yes 

— 

— 

— 

2 

27/10/39 

Yes  — 

Yes 

— 

— 

— 

3 

19/12/39 

Yes 

Yes 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

There  was  a  decrease  of  30  in  the  number  of  cases  reported  in  1939  as  compared  with 
those  for  the  previous  year,  in  fact  it  was  the  lowest  number  for  the  past  seven  years. 

The  disease  was  present  each  month,  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  being  the  worst  with 
22,  21  and  12  cases  in  January,  February  and  March. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

The  number  of  cases  reported  in  1939  was  the  lowest  for  many  years,  being  41  as  against 
94  in  the  preceding  year. 

With  the  exception  of  July  and  December,  the  disease  was  present  each  month,  the 
worst  month  being  March  with  14  cases. 

Over  80%  of  the  patients  were  removed  to  Hospital. 

Enteric  Fever. 

One  case  was  reported  in  September.  It  was  concluded  that  the  patient  had  been 
infected  outside  the  area,  as  enquiry  failed  to  reveal  any  local  source  of  infection. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

23  Cases  were  notified  which  is  3  more  than  the  previous  year's  total 
All  cases  of  Tuberculosis  which  died  in  the  area  had  been  notified. 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis. 

There  was  a  decrease  of  1  in  the  number  of  notifications  under  this  heading— 25  as 
against  26 — . 

Pneumonia 

24  Cases  were  reported  in  1939,  as  ag  linst  29  in  1938,  and  32  in  1937; 

Two  Patients  were  removed  to  Hospital. 

Measles. 

This  disease  was  made  notifiable  during  the  year.  It  was  not  especially  prevalent 
during  any  part  of  1939- 

Whooping  Cough. 

Also  became  notifiable  in  1939. 

It  was  more  prevalent  in  June  than  at  any  other  time  during  the  year. 
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NON -NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

lniluenza. 

This  disease  was  rather  prevalent,  daring  the  first  three  months  of  the  year,  but  did  not 
assume  epidemic  form. 

Laboratory  Work 

Under  arrangements  made  between  the  Durham  County  Council  and  the  College  of 
Medicine,  Newcastle,  195  specimens  were  sent  from  1  Enteric  Fever,  81  Tuberculosis,  109 

Diphtheria,  and  4  Haemolytic  Streptococci  suspects.  Ofthis  number  8  Tuberculosis,  17 
Diphtheria,  and  3  Haemolytic  Streptococci  proved  to  be  positive 

An  adequate  supply  of  Diphtheria  Anti-toxin  is  kept  for  distribution  to  medical 
practitioners  in  the  area. 

So  far  no  use  has  been  made  of  the  Schick  and  Dick  tests  in  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  REGULATIONS,  1925. 

No  action  was  taken  in  1939. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT, 

1925. 

Section 

62. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT 

1925. 

Section 

66. 

No  action  was  taken  during  1939. 
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T  ANF1ELD  SECTION. 

The  payments  made  by  the  Public  Assistance  Committee  again  show  an  increase,  both  in 
Ordinary  and  Able-bodied  Relief  The  figures  for  1939  were  :  Ordinary  Relief  £10,683  ;  Able- 
bodied  Relief  £70  ;  total  £10  753,  as  against  £9860  £24,  and  £9884,  respectively  in  the  previous 
year. 

For  the  purposes  of  comparison  I  give  the  totals  for  the  last  10  years  : — 


1939 

.... 

£10,753. 

1938 

— 

— 

£9,884. 

1937 

— : 

— 

£8,533. 

1936 

— 

— 

£9,436. 

1935 

— 

— 

£9,831. 

1934 

— 

— 

£9,150. 

1933 

— 

— 

£7,908. 

1932 

— 

— 

£7,115. 

1931 

— 

— 

£5,794. 

1930 

— 

— 

£4,879. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 


There  are  2  Nursing  Associations  in  the  area,  one  for  each  Ward,  and  their  work  for  1939 
is  summarised  thus  : 


North  Ward. 


Midwifery 

Maternity 

Medical 

Surgical 


Cases  attended. 

41 

14 

57 

91 


Visits  paid. 
737 
251 
1274 
1073 


203  3335 


2  Queen’s  Nurses  are  employed. 


South  Ward. 


Midwifery 

— 

— 

Maternity 

3 

35 

Medical... 

66 

1820 

Surgical 

145 

3611 

214 

5466 

1  Queen’s  Nurse  is  employed. 

Hospitals. 

The  extent  of  Hospital  accommodation  remained  unchanged  during  the  year. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

There  was  no  alteration  during  1939,  and  I  received  no  complaints  of  inadequacy 
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Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

There  are  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  at  Burnopfield  and  Tanfield  Lea. 

The  Burnopfield  Centre  is  open  on  alternate  Fridays,  when  a  member  of  the  County  Medical 
Staff  is  present. 

The  following  work  was  done  in  1939. 


Expectant 

Mothers. 

Children 
under  1  year. 

Children 

1  to  5  years. 

Total. 

Numbers  on  Books 

45 

47 

139 

231 

Attendances 

168 

563 

559 

1290 

Consultations 

164 

552 

524 

1240 

At  the  Tanfield  Lea  Centre  a  member  of  the  County  Medical  Staff  attends  on  alternate  Tues¬ 
days.  There  is  an  Ante-Natal  Clinic  in  the  afternoon  every  4  weeks. 

This  is  the  work  for  1939. 


Expectant 

Mothers. 

Children 
under  1  year. 

Children 

1  to  5  years. 

Total. 

Numbers  on  Books . 

47 

46 

165 

258 

Attendances 

113 

584 

624 

1321 

Consultations 

113 

577 

623 

1313 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  cases  notified,  and  compares  1939  with  the 


9  preceding  years : 


Disease. 

1939 

1938 

1937 

1936 

1935 

1934 

1933 

1932 

1931 

1930 

Diphtheria 

30 

1 10 

68 

51 

103 

83 

47 

19 

38 

33 

Erysipelas 

4 

6 

4 

7 

10 

9 

1 1 

7 

14 

5 

Scarlet  Fever 

19 

40 

53 

80 

72 

138 

112 

26 

24 

24 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

1 

— 

— 

8 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.... 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

— 

2 

4 

2 

4 

Puerperal  Fever .... 

- 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

2 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 

2 

— 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . 

6 

9 

3 

7 

3 

6 

11 

4 

6 

10 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

4 

8 

7 

4 

9 

8 

7 

1 1 

12 

14 

Pneumonia 

5 

8 

17 

12 

14 

18 

18 

24 

15 

16 

Malaria  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

1 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

2 

— 

Dysenterjr 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  .... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

75 

185 

156 

163 

223 

266 

214 

98 

118 

107 

Note.  The  figures  for  the  last  3  years  are  those  for  an  increased  population. 


The  next  table  gives  the  Age  Period,  etc., for  cases  notified  in  1939  .- 


Disease. 

Under 

1 

Year 

CN 

1 

CO 

1 

<N 

CO 

I/D 

1 

o 

1 

[ 

to 

I  i 

O 

CN 

1 

to 

20—35 

35—45 

45—65 

65  and 
over 

Total 

Hospital 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

2 

2 

1 

9 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

19 

18 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

7 

5 

9 

1 

1 

3 

— 

30 

30 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

Pneumonia 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

Erysipelas  .... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

4 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

1 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Total 

65 

50 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Pemaie 

Under  1  Year 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 5  Years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—15  „ 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

15—25  ,, 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—35  „ 

— 

2 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

35—45  ,, 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

45—55  „ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

55—65  ,, 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

" 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

1 

i 

3 

2 

3 

1 

1 

13 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


CASES. 

Vision 

Unimpaired 

Vision 

Impaired. 

Total 

Blindness. 

Deaths. 

Notified. 

Tres 

At 

Horne. 

ted. 

In 

Hospital. 

1 

28/3/39 

Yes 

— 

Yes 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria. 

The  number  of  cases  reported  showed  a  great  decrease,  and  was  the  lowest  total  in 
the  last  7  years,  being  30  as  against  1 10  in  1938. 

With  the  exception  of  August  the  disease  was  present  each  month,  and  all  cases 
received  Hospital  treatment. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Here  again  there  was  a  great  reduction  and  the  number  of  cases  notified — 19 — is  the 
smallest  total  for  very  many  years. 

Excepting  Febuary  and  April  the  disease  was  present  each  month,  June  being  the 
worst  with  8  cases. 

All  of  the  patients  except  one  were  sent  to  Hospital. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Again  a  reduction,  6  cases  (all  females)  being  notified  as  compared  with  9  in  1938. 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis. 

Also  a  redaction  in  the  number  of  cases  notified  under  this  heading  being  4,  as  against 
8  in  1938 

All  the  cases  of  Tuberculosis  which  died  in  the  area  had  previously  been  notified. 

Measles. 

Now  a  notifiable  disease,  was  not  especially  prevalent  at  any  time  during  the  year. 

Whooping  Cough. 

This  is  also  now  a  notifiable  disease  and  was  somewhat  prevalent  in  the  middle  of  the 

year. 

Laboratory  Work. 

Under  arrangements  made  between  the  Durham  County  Council  and  the  College  of 
Medicine,  Newcastle,  49  specimens  were  sent  from  22  Tuberculosis,  and  27  Diphtheria  suspects. 
An  adequate  supply  of  Diphtheria  Anti-toxin  is  kept  for  distribution  to  medical 
practitioners  in  the  area 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  REGULATIONS,  1925. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  past  year. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1925.  Section  62. 

No  action  was  taken  in  1939. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1925.  Section  66. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  past  year. 

*  I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

E.  BENSON, 

The  Urban  District  Council,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Stanley, 
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To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Stanley  Urban  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my  Annual  Report  upon  the  Health  of  the  Annfield 
Plain  Section  of  your  Urban  District  for  the  year  1939. 

The  figures  and  information  issued  by  the  Registrar  General,  and  inserted  in  this  Annual 
Report,  refer  to  the  Council  area,  as  a  whole,  therefore,  the  tables  etc.  in  the  Annfield  Plain  Section, 
particularly,  are  based  upon  figures  and  information  in  my  own  possession. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  M.  MORISON,  D.P.H. 

STATISTICS  AMD  SOCIAL  COMDITIOMS 

The  general  economic  improvement  of  the  Country,  the  increase  in  trade  and  the  demand 
for  coal,  has  had  a  stimulating  effect  upon  the  social  and  commercial  interests  of  this  area,  as  on 
others.  The  depression  which  for  some  time  spread  like  a  dark  cloud  over  the  mining  areas  has  lifted 
to  a  certain  extent,  with  the  result  that  there  is  a  healthier  and  more  cheerful  atmosphere  in  the 
community,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  country  is  in  the  grim  grip  of  war  with  a  relentless 
enemy.  Many  of  the  young  men  have  been  called  up  to  service,  most  to  the  army,  much  fewer  to  the 
navy.  The  Durham  miner,  much  accustomed  to  hard  and  strenuous  work  in  the  mines,  proved  himself 
in  the  last  great  war  an  efficient  and  useful  soldier,  particularly  in  tunnelling  and  hard  work  of  that 
nature,  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  he  will  prove  himself  equally  efficient  in  this  war. 

Regular  and  remunerative  employment  is  a  wonderful  tonic  in  creating  a  more  rational  and 
happy  outlook,  even  in  the  face  of  difficulties,  in  the  minds  of  people  depending  on  their  manual  labour 
for  their  bread. 

The  social  and  health  conditions  of  the  community  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  further  enhanced 
and  improved,  were  overcrowding  diminished  ;  more  houses  built,  and  old  ones  reconstructed.  The 
improvement  in  the  housing  conditions  of  a  people  has  a  noticeable  cultural  and  elevating  effect  upon 
their  less  desirable  habits  and  customs. 

The  older  people  may  not,  to  the  same  extent,  appreciate  the  new  order  of  things  ;  they  are 
less  inclined  to  absorb  and  adopt  new  ideas,  the  young,  however,  unconsciously  do,  and  consequently 
receive  the  greater  benefit  in  health  and  contentment. 

RELIEF. 


Ordinarv 

Unemployed 

1935 

£19,680/18/7 
.....  £7,370/19/0 

1936 

£19,810/0/0 

£6,500/10/0 

1937 

£19,658/11/5 

£1,449/2/3 

1938 

£20,761/14/0 

£236/5/6 

1939 

£20,600/12/0 

£142/17/0 

£27,051/17/7 

£26,310/10/0 

£21,107/13/8 

£20,997/19/6 

£20,743/9/0 

The  amount  disbursed  in  ordinary  relief  is  slightly  less  than  the  previous  year  but,  neverthe¬ 
less,  these  figures  are  a  sad  indication  of  the  amount  of  poverty  still  in  the  district.  There  is  less 
unemployment  among  the  able  bodied  for  the  last  two  years,  as  these  figures  show,  than  in  several 
previous  years,  and  the  hope  is  that  this  spurt  in  the  coal  industry,  the  only  industry  in  this  district. 


)  Birth  Rate  per  1000  of 
[•estimated  resident  pop¬ 
ulation  . 13.65 


may  continue. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

M  F 

[  Legitimate 

200=113 

87 

Live  Births!  Illegitimate 

8=  5 

3 

Total 

208  118 

90 

[  Legitimate 

9=  7 

2 

Stillbirths  j  Illegitimate 

0=  0 

0 

Total 

9=  7 

2 

Deaths  . 

© 

o 

T-H 

69 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis 

,,  other  Puerperal  causes  . 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  : — 

Rate  per  1000  total  (live 
•and  still-births)  births  43.2 


Death  rate  per  1000  of 
the  estimated  resident 

population .  11.14 

.  nil. 

.  nil. 


All  Infants  per  1 ,000  live  births  . 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  .... 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  . 

,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 

„  Cancer  (all  ages)  . 


67.3 

70.0 

nil. 

0 

0 

0 

20 
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Causes  of  Death. 

Males 

Females 

All  Causes  . 

101 

69 

1  Diphtheria  . 

2 

1 

2  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  . 

1 

1 

3  Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

1 

1 

4  Cancer 

10 

10 

5  Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

6 

1 

6  Congenital  debility,  premature  birth,  etc.  .  . 

10 

4 

7  Senility 

15 

5 

8  Violence 

6 

0 

9  Other  defined  diseases 

5 

1 

10  Ill-defined  diseases,  or  unknown  . 

0 

0 

1 1  Diabetes 

1 

0 

12  Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc. 

11 

16 

13  Heart  disease 

9 

11 

14  Other  circulatory  diseases 

15 

9 

15  Bronchitis  . 

5 

3 

16  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

3 

5 

17  Other  respiratory  diseases 

1 

1 

Deaths  of  infants 

Total  . 

10 

4 

under  1  year  ■ 

Legitimate 

10 

4 

Illegitimate  . 

0 

0 

Total  . 

118 

90 

Live  Births  .  \ 

Legitimate 

113 

87 

Illegitimate 

5 

3 

Total  . 

7 

2 

Stillbirths  .  ] 

Legitimate . 

7 

2 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

Population  (estimated) 


15,250 


The  following  statement  gives  the  Vital  Statistics  for  the  County  as  compared  with  those 
of  your  district  : — 


County. 

Annfield  Plain 
Area. 

Birth-rate 

(per  1 ,000  population) 
16.44 

13.65 

Death-rate  . 

11.29 

11.14 

Zymotic  death-rate 

0.24 

nil. 

Small  Pox  . 

nil. 

nil. 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.01 

nil. 

Diphtheria  . 

0.12 

0.13 

Enteric  Fever 

nil. 

nil. 

Measles 

0.02 

nil. 

Whooping  Cough  . 

0.04 

nil. 

Diarrhoea  (under  2) . 

0.06 

nil. 

Phthisis 

0.13 

0.26 

Influenza 

0.16 

nil. 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  Pleurisy . 

0.73 

1.11 

Infantile  Mortality-rate 

62  per  1000  births 

67.3 

Maternal  Mortality-rate 

4.95 

nil. 

Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales .  .  .  .  .  15.0 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales .  .  .  .  .  12.1 

Infant  Mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  .  50.0 


The  above  rates  per  1,000  of  the  population  compare  favourably  with  the  County  averages 
and  for  the  whole  Country.  The  infant  mortality  rate  is,  however,  somewhat  higher  than  the  average 
for  England  and  Wales. 
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PREVALENCE  OF  ATO  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

NOTIFIABLE  CASES  REPORTED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1939. 


Disease. 

Total 

Cases 

Notified. 

Cases 
Admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Enteric  . 

1 

1 

0 

Diphtheria 

58 

58 

3 

Erysipelas  . 

3 

1 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

5 

0 

2 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

17 

14 

0 

Measles  . 

2 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

0 

0 

Total 

88 

74 

5 

58  notifications  of  Diphtheria,  a  big  decrease  on  previous  years,  were  received  during  the 
year,  24  of  these,  however,  on  bacteriological  examination,  when  admitted  to  Hospital,  proved  to  be 
negative.  The  actual  number  of  Diphtheria  cases,  that  is,  bacteriologicslly  positive  cases,  was  34. 

Clinical  appearances  of  throat  complaints  are  often  deceptive  ;  often  a  typically  clinical  case 
gives  a  negative  result  on  examination,  whereas,  a  throat  to  all  appearances  non-diphtheritic  gives  a 
positive  result. 

Rather  than  delay  in  doubtful  cases — until  a  “  swab  ”  is  examined — it  is  more  satisfactory  to 
have  the  patient  removed  promptly  to  Hospital,  where  attention  is  given  to  treatment  and  diagnosis. 
Should  the  complaint  prove  non-diphtheritic  the  patient  is  soon  discharged. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  greater  number  of  notifications  of  Diphtheria  were  in  patients 
over  10  years  of  age. 

It  is  not,  therefore,  as  is  generally  supposed  by  the  public,  a  disease  confined  to  children. 

IMMUNISATION. 

149  children  under  8  years  were  immunised  in  1936,  and  667  in  1939  under  10  years.  Up  to 
the  present  1 .35  %  contracted  the  disease.  There  were  no  untoward  effects  following  immunisation. 


NUMBER  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  PER  MONTH  FOR  1939 

(INCLUDING  TUBERCULOSIS) 


Total 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Erysipelas 

Pneumonia 

_ 

Enteric 

Tuberculosis 

Ophthalmia 

1  Neonatorum 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

January 

15 

2 

9 

0 

3 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

February  . 

11 

1 

7 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

March 

7 

1 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

April 

8 

5 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

May 

13 

1 

7 

0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

June 

10 

2 

3 

2 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

July 

6 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

August 

3 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

September . 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

October 

11 

1 

8 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

November  . 

9 

1 

4 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

1 

December  . 

10 

2 

7 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Total  . 

105 

17 

58 

3 

5 

1 

17 

1 

2 

1 

From  1st  January  to  30th  June  .  64 1 

From  1st  July  to  31st  December  .  41  j  D 

Diphtheria — January  1st  to  30th  June  .  33) 

Diphtheria — July  1st  to  31st  December  .  25/ 

The  greater  number  of  notifications  were  received  in  the  first  six  months  of  the  year,  the  same 
as  the  previous  year.  This  does  not,  however,  always  happen,  the  reverse  being  often  the  case. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  THE  TOTAL  CASES  UNDER  ALL  GROUPS,  1939. 


Disease. 

Total 

Under 

1  year 

2 

3 

4 

5 

10 

15 

20 

35 

45 

Over  45 

Diphtheria 

58 

1 

3 

2 

4 

11 

14 

12 

8 

3 

— 

Enteric 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

Pneumonia 

5 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

17 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

9 

2 

1 

2 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

Measles 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

87 

1 

2 

3 

5 

5 

22 

16 

14 

14 

5 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS,  1939. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age 

Pulmonary. 

N  on-Pulmonary . 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Periods. 

— 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1 

5 

1 

15 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

25 

2 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

35 

1 

45 

1 

55 

1 

65 

Totals 

3 

6 

3 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

9 

r 

2 

2 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM,  1939. 


CASES. 

Vision 

Un¬ 

impaired 

Vision 

Impaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Notified. 

Treated 

Deaths 

At 

Home 

In 

Hospital 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS,  1939. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  specimens  sent  in  by  medical  practitioners  in  the 
district  for  examination  during  the  year,  in  accordance  with  the  arrangement  made  between  the  C.C. 
and  the  Durham  College  of  Medicine. 


Number  of 

Specimens 

Submitted 

RESULTS 

• 

Positive. 

Negative. 

Inconclusive 

Enteric  . 

4 

0 

4 

0 

Diphtheria 

55 

12 

43 

3 

Phthisis  (sputum) 

24 

2 

22 

0 

Totals 

83 

14 

69 

3 

Diphtheria  Anti-toxin  is  supplied  to  practitioners  in  the  area,  if  and  when  application  is 
made  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Hospitals,  Ambulance  Facilities,  Clinics,  &c.,  Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home,  Midwives, 
Health  Visitors,  &c., 

All  these  Services  are  the  same  as  in  previous  Reports. 

GENERAL. 

The  sanitary  conditions  affecting  the  area,  as  well  as  the  Food  inspection,  Housing,  &c.,  are 
reported  upon  elsewhere  in  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

W.  M.  MORISON,  D.P.H.,  M.O.H.  for  the 
Annfield  Plain  Section  of  the  Stanley  U.D.C. 


Oct  1940. 


STANLEY 


URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


For  the  Year  1939 
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STAFF  : — 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  .  .  .  . K.  Elliott,  C.R.San.I.,  Certificated  Meat  and 

Foods  Inspector. 

District  Inspectors  ..  .  .....  .  ...S.  L.  Hetherington,  C.R.San.I.,  Certificated 

Meat  and  Foods  Inspector. 

J.  Walker,  C.R.San.I.,  Certificated  Meat  and 
Foods  Inspector. 

Clerk  .  .  . ...  .  . T.  Watson. 

I  herewith  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  work  done  in  the  Sanitary  Department  during  the  Year  : 

HOUSING  ACTS  : 

Repairs  amt!  Improvements  :  Progress  has  been  maintained  in  the  repair  and  improvement  of 
house  property  and  the  Owners,  generally  speaking,  have  responded  to  the  Department’s  request  for 
better  housing  conditions. 

Unfortunately,  the  outbreak  of  war  prevented  many  of  the  repairs  and  improvements  being 
carried  out,  owing  to  a  shortage  of  necessary  materials. 

Slum  Clearance  :  Up  to  the  outbreak  of  war  considerable  progress  was  made  in  this  work. 
Many  houses  were  demolished  and  a  considerable  number  were  scheduled  for  demolition.  This  work 
must  necessarily  be  discontinued  until  after  the  end  of  the  War. 

Overcrowding  :  Progress  in  the  provision  of  new  houses  and  the  abatement  of  overcrowding 
was  continued  up  to  the  outbreak  of  War.  The  position  will  again  have  to  be  reviewed  after  the  War 
in  order  to  ascertain  the  conditions  prevailing  at  that  time. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND  HOUSING  ACTS. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  notices  served  under  the  various  headings  : — 


No.  of  Nuisances  or  de¬ 
fects  dealt  with  by  In¬ 
formal  Notices. 

|  No.  of  Nuisances  or  de¬ 

fects  dealt  with  by  Formal 

1  Notices  by  Order  of  the  | 

Council. 

|  No.  of  Nuisances  or  de- 

|  fects  abated  or  remedied 

|  after  service  of  Notices. 

Dwelling-houses — Structural  Defects 

512 

455 

597 

Slaughter-houses  . 

— 

— 

— 

Ashpits  and  Privies . 

172 

508 

456 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

3 

— 

3 

Water-closets  . 

40 

— 

27 

Defective  Yard  Paving 

36 

— 

20 

Defective  Traps  . 

36 

— 

41 

House 

-< 

No  Disconnection  from  Sewers 

4 

— 

2 

Drainage 

Other  Faults . 

35 

— 

34 

Water  Supply 

2 

— 

— 

Pigsties 

1 

— 

2 

Animals  Improperly  Kept 

Smoke  Nuisances 

1 

— 

— 

Defective  Ashbins 

201 

28 

94 

Rat  Infestation 

1 

— 

3 

TOTALS  . 

1,044 

991 

1,279 

2 


ANALYSIS  OF  INSPECTIONS,  1939. 

Housing  Defects  — Inspections 

— Re-Inspections 

Defective  Drains 
Defective  Water-closets 
Defective  Ash-pits 
Defective  Paving 

Foul  Conditions  . 

Housing  Act,  1936 — Inspections 
— Demolition 
— Overcrowding 

Lodging  Houses  ..... 

Slaughter  Houses 

Cows,  Dairies  and  Milkshops 

Milk  Samples 

Deposits  of  Refuse 

Factories  and  Workshops 

Animals  Improperly  Kept 

Offensive  Trades 

Smoke  Nuisance 

Infectious  Diseases 

Privy  Conversion 

Refuse  Collections 

Appointments 

Miscellaneous 


650 

1,134 

145 

48 

172 

36 

15 

457 

38 

199 

32 

1,487 

140 

60 

18 

85 


12 

247 

3,793 

33 

87 

143 


TOTAL  OF  INSPECTIONS  .  9,036 


SANITARY  CONVENIENCES  : 


During  the  year  471  privies  were  converted  into  water-closets.  This  included  244  in  the 
Burnopfield  District  and  87  in  the  Dipton  District — part  of  a  Scheme  for  the  conversion  of  1,295 
privies. 

The  number  of  privies  converted  into  water-closets  since  1931  is  as  follows  : — 


1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 


151 

155 

1,664  (Includes  Scheme  for  1460). 
250 
142 
230 
103 
47 
471 


TOTAL 


3,213 


The  following  types  of  conveniences  are  existing  in  the  area  : — 


Water-closets  .  10,923 

Privies  2,418 

Dry  Ashpits  ...  3,915 

Ashbins  .  6,527 


A  Scheme  for  the  conversion  of  1,295  privies  in  the  Dipton,  Burnopfield  and  Tanfield  Districts 
was  commenced,  but  on  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  the  scheme  was  postponed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Application  was  again  made  to  allow  the  Council  to  continue  with  this  work,  but,  unfortunate¬ 
ly,  the  Minister  of  Health  was  unable  to  regard  the  Scheme  as  being  of  sufficient  urgency  to  justify 
its  being  proceeded  with  in  the  present  emergency. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  : 

House  refuse  is  collected  from  6,333  ashpits  weekly,  and  6,527  ashbins  twice  weekly,  together 
with  trade  refuse  from  108  shops,  etc.,  necessitating  a  total  of  19,495  visits  each  week. 

The  estimated  amount  of  refuse  is  approximately  40,000  tons  per  annum. 

The  refuse  is  abnormally  heavy  and  peculiar  to  a  colliery  district  where  the  coal,  supplied 
free  to  the  miners,  besides  being  small  and  dusty  contains  a  certain  amount  of  stone. 
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The  refuse  has  to  be  transported  over  steep  gradients  and  each  vehicle,  with  a  capacity  of 
8  cubic  yards,  contains  at  least  3  tons  nett  of  refuse,  which  represents  the  contents  from  an  average 
of  40  ashpits  or  correspondingly  80  ashbins. 

The  total  annual  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  for  the  year  was  £'8,574.  The  weighty  refuse 
gives  a  low  rate  of  4/3d.  per  ton  and  an  equivalent  rate  in  the  pound  of  13d.  The  average  weight  of 
refuse  per  1,000  population  per  day  is  43  cwts.,  and  the  nett  cost  per  1,000  population  is  £171. 

PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  CONTROLLED  BY  BYELAWS. 

There  is  one  Common  Lodging  House  situated  at  Flint  Hill,  Dipton,  which  is  regularly 
inspected. 

RAGS  AND  FLOCKS  ACTS,  1911  AND  1928  : 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  area  in  which  rag  flock  is  manufactured,  used  or  sold. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT : 

SpoiEbank,  Oxhiii  :  After  many  complaints  by  the  Council  of  the  serious  nuisance  by  fumes 
from  this  burning  colliery  heap,  the  Owners  commenced  to  erect  a  destructor  plant  to  deal  with  all 
colliery  refuse.  This  work,  of  course,  was  stopped  at  the  outbreak  of  war  and  the  colliery  company 
had  perforce  to  do  something  to  put  out  the  fires  which  would  obvoiusly  be  a  serious  menace  in  view  of 
the  possibility  of  raiding  aircraft.  As  an  interim  measure  the  whole  of  the  heap  was  daily  flooded  with 
water  and  in  this  way  it  was  found  possible  to  prevent  fire  glare. 

Grit  Emission  :  The  problem  of  grit  emission  from  certain  colliery  chimneys  and  coal  cleaning 
plants  has  again  been  the  cause  of  much  concern  to  the  Council. 

Repeated  requests  have  been  made  by  the  Council  to  the  collieries  concerned  and  the  Council 
pressed,  after  the  outbreak  of  war,  for  the  abatement  of  this  serious  nuisance.  Negotiations  are  still 
being  carried  out  by  the  Council  and  it  is  hoped  that  in  spite  of  the  war  this  nuisance  will  be  eliminated 
as  far  as  humanly  possible. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS  : 

During  the  year  5  Council  and  49  private  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  with  bed  bugs. 
The  Council  houses  were  disinfected  by  the  Local  Authority  and  the  private  houses  by  the  occupiers. 

The  method  of  disinfestation  was  by  spraying  with  insecticides  followed  by  fumigation. 
Where  necessary  the  infested  woodwork — such  as  picture-rails  and  skirting  boards — was  removed 
and  destroyed.  The  occupiers  were  then  instructed  to  thoroughly  clean  the  houses  by  washing  down 
with  soap  and  water.  Frequent  inspections  were  made  and  advice  given  to  the  occupiers  until  the 
premises  were  found  to  be  free  from  vermin. 


HOUSING 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  (under 

Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  .  .  4,562 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  1,962 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1)  above)  which 

were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regu¬ 
lations,  1925  and  1932  .  ...  .  .  .  .  .  Nil. 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  Nil. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  .  72 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the  pre- 

ceeding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 

human  habitation  .  .  .  512 
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2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 

informal  action  by  the  local  Authority  or  their  officers  .  47 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 


requiring  repairs  .....  .  .  .  455 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service 
of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners .  ...  .  .  500 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  .  Nil. 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  .  ...  456 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 

service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  .  .  ...  Nil. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  .  331 


(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders 


were  made  .  .  .  43 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition 

Orders  .  33 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made  .....  .  .  .  2 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room 

having  been  rendered  fit  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil. 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936— Pari  iV— Overcrowding  : — 

(1)  (a)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year .....  50 

(b)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases .  .  .  .  318 


7V3BLK  SUPPLY  : 

The  following  were  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  : — 

47  Cowkeepers. 

66  Dairies. 

96  Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk. 

1  Pasteurised  (Licence). 

14  Accredited  Producers. 

All  the  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  were  frequently  inspected.  The  general  hygiene  in  the  byres 
and  dairies  was  well  maintained  and  certain  alterations  to  buildings  were  carried  out  at  a  number  of 
farms  during  the  year. 

MILK  SAMPLES  : 

51  Samples  of  Ordinary  Milk  and  9  Samples  of  Pasteurised  Milk  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination. 

The  Accredited  Milk  standard  allows  200,000  bacteria  per  millimetie  and  bacillus  coli  in 
not  more  than  one-tenth  of  a  millimetre — 8  of  the  above  samples  were  found  to  be  below  this  standard 
and  52  samples  more  than  comparable  with  such  standard. 
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MEAT  AMD  OTHER  FOODS : 

There  are  20  licensed  slaughter  houses  in  the  area.  They  are  mostly  in  close  proximity  to 
dwelling  houses  but  are  kept  very  clean.  The  walls  and  floors  are  constructed  of  impervious  material 
and  are  easily  cleansed.  The  drainage  is  satisfactory. 

During  the  year  1,487  inspections  were  made  of  slaughter  houses,  butcher  shops  and  markets. 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AMD  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle, 

excluding 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  Killed 

2094 

28 

38 

5694 

1669 

Number  Inspected 

2094 

28 

38 

5393 

1669 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

45 

1 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis . 

2.14 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

2 

.01 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

8 

1 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis . 

0.47 

0.07 

— 

— 

.17 

FOODS  AND  DRUGS,  1938  : 

In  accordance  with  this  Act  the  following  premises  were  registered  under  Section  14  : — 


(a)  The  sale,  or  the  manufacture  for  the  purpose  of  sale,  of  ice-cream,  or  the 

storage  of  ice-cream  intended  for  sale  .  16 

(b)  The  preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages  or  potted,  pressed,  pickled 

or  preserved  food  intended  for  sale  .  65 


In  conclusion  1  wish  to  express  my  thanks  for  the  consideration  and  support  of  the  Council 
and  members  of  the  Staff  during  the  Year. 


I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

K.  ELLIOTT, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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